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a model, watching them at work. I appear as a beau in Campbell
Taylor's " Ballet Dancers," now hanging in the Louvre ^n Paris
and exhibited at the Royal Academy. Hard by the Ci'aigs, in
a wooden bungalow on the top of Hindhcad, lived a connection
of my own, one of the first protagonists of women's suffrage, a
Mrs. King Roberts. Mrs. Craig shared her views and we used to
sit up of nights in amiable debate. Frank Craig would have, none
of these notions and was a fierce debater. Mrs. King Roberts,
whose husband did not seem to matter, impressed me not only
with her views, but by the fact that she was the first woman
I had ever observed with bobbed hair and smoking cigarettes.
I remember being shocked almost as much by meeting in the
flesh the author of The Toke, the first novel with a wildly exciting
sexual theme, whose publication at the time outraged the feelings
of the elite, but was clandestinely read by them all

After passing into Sandhurst, I was sent by my mother to
Switzerland to the house of a German-Swiss pastor, Dr. Trechsel,
at Reichcnbach in the Bernese Oberland, not far from Kandcr-
steg. I spent two months with him, days of unalloyed joy. He
was a great Alpine climber, and besides many lesser scrambles,
took me on my first major ascent of the Blumlisalphorn and the
WeLsscfrau.

I was enraptured by the thrill of the ascent, the physical
exertion, mental .stimulation, and grand views obtained; and
there and then determined to carry on the tradition of the Alps
and of mountaineering, handed down to me by my father.

Having passed into Sandhurst it was disappointing to me
to find myself posted to an infantry company at the Royal
Military Academy at Woolwich. We were not persona grata
at "The Shop/' being regarded as interlopers, inferiors, or else
as those who only desired to play at soldiering. The hereditary
training-ground of gunners and sappers had been invaded by
footsloggers, and the residents determined that this we should
quickly realise.

We closed our ranks. It was the custom at " The Shop " for
each term to be at enmity with its junior, and in the frequent
clashes which we had with embryo sappers and gunners we
possessed always the advantage of unity, whereas the forces o
*e The Shop " were divided, and we held our own with con-
siderable vigour.

The instruction which we received was very different from the
other cadets, but I think we had some advantage over the